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MINUTES OF THE BLACK BELT COMMISSION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 14, 2012 

Wallace Community College Selma 

Selma, AL 

The Black Belt Commission Executive Committee met Tuesday, August 14, at Wallace 

Community College Selma, AL.  The following were in attendance: 

 

Ron Sparks, Director, Alabama Rural Development Office 

Margaret Bentley, Co-Chair 

Mayor Sheldon Day, Co-Chair 

John Zippert, Chair, Agriculture Committee 

Chad Nichols, Co-Chair, Health Committee 

Bea Forniss, Chair, Infrastructure Committee 

Donald Mills, Chair, Small Business Committee 

Dr. Carol Zippert, Chair, Cultural and Youth Committee 

Dr. Nick Stinnett, Chair, Families Committee 

Samuel Greene, Liaison, Congresswoman Terri Sewell’s Office 

Jessica Dent, Connecting Alabama 

Tyson Howard, South Central Alabama Regional Commission 

John Clyde Riggs, Alabama-Tombigbee Regional Commission 

Bob Lake, West Alabama Regional Commission 

Ginger Rue, Project Manager 

Candy Capel, Project Manager  

Thomas Moore, Project Manager 

Emily Law, BBC Executive Director 

Mrs. Stinnett (Dr. Stinnett’s wife) 

Delano Allen, Adm. Asst. to Donald Mills 

 

Mayor Sheldon Day, Co-Chair, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. 

He then asked for Margaret and Ron’s remarks. 

 

Margaret related she was glad to be present and welcomed everyone who came. 

 

Samuel Greene, Outreach Coordinator for Cong. Terri Sewell’s Office in Selma 

welcomed everyone on the Congresswoman’s behalf. 

 

Ron Sparks, ARDO Director, gave his comments: 

 Talked about the Jobs Fair presented by Congresswoman Terri Sewell in 

Birmingham. Had several thousand in attendance. Actually had to cut people off 

after a certain time. 

 The Telemedicine project.  Created non-profit organization to apply for grants. 

 Planning a Telehealth conference in October in Prattville. 

 Talked a little about the Yard Sale stating that we are learning as we go and plan 
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to make it grow. 

 Reminded everyone to vote September 18 for the constitutional amendment that 

will save programs including Medicaid.  He urged everyone to vote yes. 

 

Ron introduced Robert Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, Rural Health Development- 

 Since 1977 he has worked with Federally Qualified Health Centers that served the 

uninsured.  We have centers in remote areas; Pineapple, Marengo County and 

now opening in Selma. 

 We have electronic medical records. Days of paper charts are gone.   

 Telemedicine is something we embrace and we are looking forward to working on 

telehealth with Mr. Sparks. 

  The committee serves Dallas, Wilcox, Perry, Marengo, and Monroe counties. 

 

Ron asked if it would be appropriate for the Board to urge people to vote for September 

18
th

 amendment? A motion was made from the floor that the BBC support a positive 

position vote on September 18
th

 on the Alabama Trust Fund. 

 

He also stated that he would relate this from the Board to Govern Bentley’s Office.  Bea 

2
nd

 and everyone voted to unanimously support a positive vote. 

 

Ron stated he would put this out to media that there would be serious consequences in 

State if we do not work out this problem. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE – John Zippert, Chair, reported – 

 Not a lot has changed with the Fruit and Vegetable Marketing Center. 

 Plans and bids are still under administrative control of Tuskegee University.  Had 

to make revisions to plans.   

 The Committee sold peas and watermelons to Walmart this summer. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE – Dr. David Hale, Chair, Ginger Rue. 

Project Manager, reported – 

New Project: Working with the ConnectingAlabama (the State’s Alabama Broadband 

Initiative) by providing input to the project’s official “monitoring and evaluation: 

process. 

 The Committee Chair has been named a member of the State’s Joint (Tornado) 

Recovery Task Force Committee’s economic Development Working Group.  The 

group is in a formative stage. 

 Contributed to a new U. S. Department of Commerce proposal to develop the 

bamboo industry in Alabama. Our participation focuses on the economic 

development aspects of the proposal including industry capacity, supply-chain 

distribution, market analysis and policy trade-off analysis. 

 Aiding the State Broadband initiative in developing and disseminating 

performance metrics.  This includes participating in focus groups throughout 

Alabama to gain stakeholder feedback.  Interviewing key stakeholders and 
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developing metrics for assessment of projects within each of the State’s ten 

broadband regions. 

Continuing: 

 Committee is developing protocol and web tools for communities to use to add 

information about themselves to new State of Alabama Economic Development 

web portal.  

 Committee is assisting Black Belt Treasures in redesign of eCommerce site, 

including new branding, stylizing, additional product descriptions and a oral tour 

of the shopping site. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Felecia Jones, Chair, Thomas 

Moore, Program Manager, reported- 

 No report. 

 

CULTURAL AND YOUTH – Carol Zippert, Chair, Thomas Moore, Project 

Manager, reported – 

 Black Belt Arts Awards – Sixty projects totaling $150,000 

 The Arts Extravaganza was hosted by the town of Tuskegee and Tuskegee 

University. 

 Several festivals are being promoted currently.  The Okra Festival 

Will be held August 20
th

 in Burkeville, AL. 

 Perry County Festival is also coming up. 

 Malik Brown died in May.  He will be missed by all who knew him. 

Carol stated that if you continue to call a deceased person’s name, his spirit will 

continue.  We will continue to call the name of Malik Brown. 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Dr. Daniel Boyd, Chair, Ginger Rue, Project 

Manager, reported- 

 Continuing to meet.  Held conference call last meeting. Minutes are attached 

 Waiting on grant information. 

 Lowndes County schools participated in the Teach for America Program again 

with 80% passing graduation exams this year. 

  

FAMILIES COMMITTEE – Dr. Nick Stinnett, Co-Chair – Ginger Rue, Project 

Manager: 

 Families Committee recently met by conference call and found common ground 

among its members.  

 Interest touches on other committees. Job training program. Specifically help 

people coming out of prison with job skills which directly affects their families. 

 School dropouts. (Addressed by Education Committee.)  

 One objective of committee is to conduct marriage enrichment seminars through 

churches and other community groups. 

 Second, we hope to identify what families in the Black Belt region see as their 

family strengths and weaknesses. 

 Thirdly, to celebrate strengths through family celebrations and festivals. 
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 Ginger suggested that if any of the Commission members knew of a church in the 

Black Belt region interested in the Family Enrichment Seminars, Dr. Stinnett 

would conduct them at no charge to them. 

 It was also suggested that Dr. Stinnett and Ginger contact Jimmy Lester at 

ADECA regarding the prison reentry program and Family Guidance Centers. 

 

HEALTH COMMITTEE –– Congresswoman Terri Sewell and Chad Nichols, Co-

Chairs, reported: 

 Thanked Ron for his leadership in the pursuit to get TeleMedicine in Alabama. 

 Talked about the Dialysis Center in Perry County and what a struggle it’s been 

through the years to come as far as we have. 

 He stated Frances Ford continues to be the champion in this effort. 

 Talked with Davita Dialysis and they are thrilled to be coming to Perry County. 

 They are expecting twice the number of patients as they once thought they would 

have. 

 Remodeling will begin soon and they should be open in December or January.  

 This will give us opportunity to implement prevention with education. 

 It’s taken us 8 years to get this far. 

 Getting ready to begin KidCheck Plus for the new school year.  We are doing 

more regarding education and making it a fun filled event. 

 This will be the fifth year for KidCheck.  We’ve brought KidCheck to 107 

schools and this number will grow this year. 

 Our priority is 100% school participation. 

 We are seeking funds for equipment and continuing to expand the program in the 

most at-risk part of the state. 

 We want to plan to go to Marion and celebrate at the opening of the dialysis 

center.  We should coordinate our meeting to coincide with the opening. 

 Chad spoke about the change in the law that had to be done in order to be able to 

pursue a dialysis center. 

 

Ron talked about the economic job conference Cong. Terri Sewell held in Birmingham 

recently as being very successful.  They stopped counting at 4,000.  We appreciate 

everything the Congresswoman is doing. 

 

John Clyde stated they are trying to reach out to people in the Black Belt along with the 

Alabama Career Center and AIDT to assist them with getting GEDs and training to be 

ready to be hired for new jobs that are coming to Wilcox County. Trying to help people 

go on line to apply for job. He stated that if there is something else we can do to follow-

up, we need to identify that. We are looking at non-traditional ways to reach people. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE – Bea Forniss, Chair - Thomas Moore, 

Program Manager, reported: 

 She had recently been in Congresswoman Sewell’s Office in Washington. 

 for the Appalachian Regional Commission and visited each office of the 

Alabama delegation. 
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 They are reviewing CDBG applications. 

 October 10
th

 is the Compliance Workshop to be held in Montgomery at the 

Embassy Suites. 

 Should have approximately $800,000 in recaptured funds that will be used to 

implement 3 projects. 

 DRA grants are in and we are looking at 6 to fund.  We will do two projects the 

Governor wanted to do and we’ll complete our mapping program. 

 Alabama served more individuals than any other state through DRA. 

 We talk about not having any money, but we have accomplished so much. 

 She lauded Ron Sparks and how much he’s meant to us. 

 Talked about TeleHealth and the importance of getting this program in the Black 

Belt. 

 Reported Ron and Jessica have joined forces on this project working toward the 

same goal of providing telehealth to the rural areas of Alabama. 

 Gave Jessica the floor. 

 

Jessica Dent, BroadBand Services, gave overview of the current status of broadband in 

Alabama and talked about broadband as it relates to Telehealth.   She reminded everyone 

about the upcoming Telehealth conference that will be held in Prattville at the Legends 

Marriott October 15-17, 2012.  

 

Ron commented stated there would be a Telehealth tract and a broadband tract.  Talked 

about the 60% of people who have access to computers with 40% who have never used a 

computer due to lack of infrastructure not being available. 

 

Jessica reported on the partnership they had created with Auburn Cooperative Extension 

Service centers to train rural residents with computers. 

 

Bea reminded those who wished to attend DRA Delta Leadership Institute that this was 

the last day to submit their application.   

 

MANUFACTURING COMMITTEE – George Alford, Chair, Candy Capel, Project 

Manager,  reported- 

 George is working on the Golden Dragon project and several other Chinese 

projects in Wilcox County. 

 

MARKETING & TOURISM –Pam Swanner, Chair, Thomas Moore, Project 

Manager, reported – 

 Pam was absent but Thomas reported she was working on the 2013 “World’s 

Widest Yard Sale.” 

 Working on educational seminars for lodge and landowners. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE – Donald Mills, Chair, Ginger Rue, Program 

Manager,  reported: 

 On the upcoming  Small Business Conference that will be September 28
th

. 

 Focus will be women and youth. 
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 Funds have been secured for the conference from the University of West 

Alabama. 

 Two speakers have been secured.  Willow Tufano, young entrepreneur, who made 

her own money to use as a down payment to purchase a foreclosed house.  She 

repaired the house and now has a steady income from her investment. 

 Ginger also secured Kay Robertson, known to fans of the hit reality show Duck 

Dynasty as “Miss Kay, which was quite a fete.  Her fee was $10,000. 

 A speaker has also been secured to talk about bullying. 

 Reported on Conference Call of the Committee on July 23, 2012. (Minutes 

attached) 

 

SKILLS TRAINING AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT – Dr. James Mitchell, 

Chair, Candy Cappel, Project Manager, reported- 

 No report 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – Shirley Worthington, Chair - 

 Shirley was absent but Tyson reported a committee had meet with ALDOT.  At 

this point ALDOT is resisting the notion regarding the state restriction on the use 

of funded vehicles, but the matter is under reconsideration and Tyson is waiting 

for them to get back with him before other action is taken (such as Ron going to 

see the Governor.) 

 

 

REGIONAL COUNCIL REPORTS:  

 

John Clyde Riggs, Alabama-Tombigbee Regional Commission –  

 All Regional Councils have contracted with the Alabama Dept of Senior Services 

to take over the Medicaid Waiver Program from Department of Public Health. 

 Seventeen additional people have been hired to assist with this. 

 Talked about the Golden Dragon project which is crucial to Wilcox County and 

surrounding areas. 

 Training is important issue for our workforce. 

 Working with AIDT – to offer program “Pathway to Employment.”  The goal is 

to get people employed. 

 Concerned with the demand created by other jobs that will be coming to the area. 

 Working with Wilcox County School system and there is a great partnership. 

 Effort is on to revise state’s aging budget and hold harmless provision .  

 There has been no grant in last 8 years and there is a push on to revise this as it 

will affect the rural areas of the state.  

 Neal Morrison  will make recommendation to Governor regarding shifting 

funding. 

 

Tyson Howard, South Central Alabama Development Commission, reported – 

 They are finding out the same thing; it’s hard to find qualified people. 

 Also been concerned about same problem with DPH.   This comes from funding   
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shortfalls. 

 Neal Morrison had appointed committee of nine to include Tyson and John Clyde 

and the Director of Aging Program, along with two  Medicaid and Human 

Resource employees to work on funding. 

 Other area agencies asked to be on the committee. 

 

Bob Lake, West Alabama Regional Commission, reported: 

 Reported on the counties in region. 

 Ten safe rooms being built in counties. 

 FEMA is putting up money with ARC providing matching funds. 

 This opens doors for other funding. 

 Magnolia Grove project 

 Talked about the yard sale project. Learned a lot form the longest yard sale. 

 Great fun and entertainment. 

 

 William Scott invited everyone to his business center office in downtown Selma after 

the meeting.  His office provides consultation services for small businesses in an office 

setting at 112 Lauderdale Street in Selma. 

 

Margaret, Sheldon and Ron gave closing remarks before the meeting adjourned with 

lunch provided by Congresswoman Sewell’s Office, represented by Samuel Greene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


